A lungtime_pi%,
sport, lacrosse is the
fastest-growing game

in the U.S. at every
level. The appeal? It's a
neat composite of other
sports, it's fast, it's easy
to learn. And it’s cool
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“I'm not that big, but |
can still be good. You
don't have Iu be way tall,
like in be

teamwo

LEELIE 5TH

“The gear is really cool.
It's pretty futuristic and
looks like robot stuff.”

JUSTIN HARDIN, IT, TEXAS
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cax first laciotee bhoom

That oocumred centurics
ago, when no other spart existod bor the
ane MNatve Amencans L Laved, somwetimes
fior divv- ot a time, with hundreda of play
ers on hields free of boundary lines, Bu
what'’s happening today—the surmpge of in
ferest i lacrosse amiorng bows nnd jirls the
speond ol the game weawand, the seep ing o
lncrosse into the culiure a1 large—docs
share one thing with its anciem forchear:
Lacrosse again books like o game with no
baoundarics. ¥ Tweniy vears apo lacroiss —
in shorthand, lax—existed as o niche sport,
popular in and around Baltimore and parts
of New York State and New Fngdond, with
micest af the top plavers developed on hoand-
ing school campuscs. Now the number of
yrsith-lemgrue plivers in the LS aged 15 and
ureher 5 estimatod v be 196 00 1, e than
pwioe what it was in 2000 The euplosion i
similar at the high school level, where no




oiher team sport ha anything chose 1o lscrossc’s mie of growth
(e 65), Two African-Amierican midficklers, Johns Hoplam's Kyle
Harrison and Olio Stes Rogina Ofiver, ane among this season’s
best collioge players, s striking development in a sport kong ssoci:
ated with peddigreed preppées. Equipment sales are risirg by ot bosst
1% anmually, and & 2004 survey of 400 sports-enduatry curcutives
idenvtified lscrosse ns the pro niche sport most Bilely to bust out.
“There's a drumbeat,” says Bob Crowley of Mustang Manage-
ment, & private oquity frm that has sunk millions into the oo
equipment company Cascade. “Jan go inio your commumty o 8
Thursday night and look a1 the number of kids playing becrosss.™
The game is even penetrating the conschousneis of joe Fan.
While in 2002 you could have found precisely throe nationally
tebevined lacromse games, all collegiate, on network and cable, this
year NBC has already aired the All-Star Game of the indoor ha-
tional Lacrosse Loague and will cover the NLL Champion’s Cup
final on May 14; the just-lsunched network ESPRU will add 10
regalar-soacon games in ESPNS KCAA cumpiorship coverage;
over the summer ESPN2 plans to air a game of the week from
Major Leaypie Lacronss, the outdoor pro kesgue, for 12 wod; and
cable newcomer CSTV s alring 22 college pames, men's and
womes's, in all divisions, Nearly 47,000 people ramed out in Bal-
timore last spring for the semifinal matches of the NCAA men's
Final Four, and for the final, between Navy and Symacose, ESPN
loged & record 0.7 ating, nearly deubling its figure from 2000
Notably, lacrosse has broken out of the East and plantod its flag
&l erver the couniry, This scason unbesten Nonbwostern s rulng
the womes's game, and the top-ranked Jobns Hoplins men st
signed a defenseman from Rancho Bernando, Calif. Since 2000
four state high school athletic ssociatons —in Califiornia, Flonda,
Geporgia and Michigun—have sanctioned bacrosse for boys and girks,
anid the nostens of coliege powers such ax Dule, Nany and Syraoase
feature players from Daltas, Denver and San Diego, When Laura
Qualey, now 15, took up lacrosie in suburban Sl Lake City foer
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yumrs g, there wene no girls” leagues, and
she had to content hersell with clinies
“waaght by & oy wied didn’s even ko that
much.” Now, the says, “there's & winter
lengue for grirls nnd advanced einics, and
iy Iniggh schhond ks starting & team.”

Frve years agn 43 lacmose teama exieted in Washingnn Stane at
the youth, junior high and high school levels, The number is now
up to 99, and last spring more than 12,000 people tumed out at
Seuttle’s (pwest Field for a rripleheader: the state boys” and girls”
high school chamgionship games and an MLL eshibition.

I fousr years enmllment has tripled ot the girh” lacrosse camp
pan by Standond women's coach Michele Uhifelder, and the Bay Area
sapports its own b retailer, Sling ! Ba the epioeter of Califor-
piks [scTosse may be o the south. A year ago Exst Coast power Gar-
den City High of Long Island schiepped o the San Dicgo subxrs
arld kst B-7 to Torrey Pines High, Like the 1904 Stanford-LIL bas-
keethall game n which Stnfoods Hank Likserti unveiled the one-
handed dhae in Madison Square Ganden, the Garden City-Torrey
Pirsss game bound the two coasts fn ovutual regoct.

Part of the game's appeal is its composite nature. If you
e buskethall, Lacromse offers rone and man-to-muan defenses, fast
breado ard set plays, and its bosic offersdve maneuver b that hoops
staple, pass and screen awary from the ball. 1f you like soccer, lax
has the precision passes and the abality to bring spectatons to thelr
feet with a goal—cooopt that fans And themselves on their foet 20
times & game. I you like joe bockey, the action and even the ter-
miredogy are much the same in lacresse, from fsoe-offs 1o man ad-
vantage b setups behind the net. And if you're a boy who likes
fonthall, you get to put oo a helmet and pads and kit somebody.
[ The difference, aays former Syrocuse coach Roy Simmons Jr., is
that lax *is not 11 guys coming out of a huddle knowing what's ¢
ahout 10 happen. It's more fanciful, imaginative and open”) The =
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WNTCTY's e, by comtrast, S penooiiact, without belmets or pads,
and its probibitsom of body checlang allows for more Busd play.

I’ probably no coincsdenos that one sport lachose Easli f0 echo
15 hasehull, whose populanty smeong bids ix stagnant of droppng.
And lacrosse is at beast panly responsdble for that decline, for it
goed head-to-head againe baschall in the sprimg. *1 mmodeced
my friends o lacrosee” ways James VanLangen, 12, of Rancho
Santa Fe, Calif. *Probably like 14 people quit [other sports] after
thiey saw us playing . . . mosthy baschall”

“Fick] bocky is so slow!” sy Abed Saders, 17, of Cherry Crock,
Cola, “So mach mane adrenaline snd ooengy oomes out in lacrosse.”

I Itkoe i1 beocanse it's peally last-paced,” savs Ethan Shaw, 12,
who bives in Dallas. “In foothall you et 1o hit people, bot it oot
s fant [as lacrosse ], bocause vou stop after overy play”

As parenis discover that lecrosse 1 more cxoiting than socoer,
cheaper than e hockey and not m dangerous a foothall, the game
4 et & choser kool 1f they're it cowreful, boromse's promsotons mk
setting up the spor for an aloost impossbbe taskc Somll down the
by st o it mille ywmiih oot i i s caes | ScTOme SooTT
to offier &n antidote. Youth ke programs don't hesitate to ban ones
and lotyg sticks on defense, swisch plavers from posation to posd-
eacery i o whumtever clie 2 tadkars b0 Laoep o crggagoed withaoot chuang-
ing the cssenoe of the gamie. At all-day lax “pambonees™ the games
are almont incidental i the plonicdng and socisliving. IS Lacnosse,
the national govemibng body for the sporm, aleo hidds anmaal Youth
Festivals where 15-and-under and 13-snd-under jpams 6l o dogen
fockds bt me oy iafTiicially’ oo soore.

A lid poday will often tum 1o extreme spors for the sutomnory
they bspstorw: No parenit of vourth oomch knows shaietsasrdeng well
enoangh 10 projoct his unfulliflad drenms or adull ssecortees oo
i rider mred mess with the kichs fen. i lacrosss, 100, “pares afen't
yelling as musch on the sdeline, beosuse they don't know what's

potng on.” says David Morrow, a former US. national team play-
o who founded the aquipment company Warrior (pagr 64 “Kads
can really take ownership of the sport,”

In fasct, webiibe youth baschall coaches expect 10-year-olds i hit
the cxtod man and turn double plays, lscrosse makes only mod-
st dernands on o begiinner. “At its simplest, lacrosse (4 shovel-
ing.” Morrow says. “1f you can scoop the ball off the ground and
run East, you don't even need to know how to cradle [the wris
action that enables a player 1o cotitrol the bafl in his stickhead ).
You can get a shot off before you lose the ball.® Moreover, at a
timee when kids feel prosune from ooaches and parents to spe-
claline in one sport, lacrsse has long encouragod the renakssance
approach. *'ve never beand a socoer coach say, I want him (o
play lactosse top, ~ says Dan Coreoran, a youth ooach in Con-
mecticut, “bust all the time you'Tl hear lacrosse coaches say sofe-
thing like, "You can soe his toughness from playing hockey, We
grt basball players by encouraging them to play both sports.

Semn & bise of Diviison | lecrosse All-Amances, men oF women,
anad youll fisd thar virmually ol played meveral sports in high school.
Virginis men's coach Dom Starsia never saw his best defenave
raleifickder, | Morrissey, play Lacrosse before offering him a schel-
arhip: he sgned Morrissey based on how be hit the hole i a tail-
back. Starsia has reoruited other athletes who never even played
lacromse before arriving in Charfottesville. *In the ULS, we play
ensoiagh haned-eye sports thut o kid is going to pick up the stick-
work,” e marys, “Basically, Mve gt & soam full of |-AA feothall puys”

Lacrosse even has an aoe up its sloeve: a
pilot program that US [acrosse just
lsunched with the Stanford-based Positive
Coaching Alllanee, & group dedicated 1o
eliminating abusive and unsporsmantiie
behavior by youth coaches, parents and

CHASING AMY 1
Fualan L gl wrEnen
plager, Aorry AQpait
(e}, bed Wi 1o
thwe SO0 HICAA title

AFRIL 25, 2005 W



spoctators, Under the program Lacmess officialy, inchuding 8 “ide-
lirse: rremnagsey™ sl by cach toasn, can hand a1 a colorod card—
iscribod with the wonds PLEASE RETHINK YOUR ACTIONSTHIS
EVIENT MAY BE TERMINATED IF YOUR CONDUCT DOES NOT
IMPROVE—8o part 8 sysectator an notios that his bebundor is unsc-
coptable. If the misconduct docs not stop, the game conzhd b calbed
and the loss nasigned to the team unable i contns its @ ppomers.
“We're senndl crough to introduos these soeds ot the grasrooets,
while other apirts are 5o vau that it's tough to make changcs
sportwide.” sys US Lacrosse exocutive diroctor Steve Stencrsen
“We have an interesting mix of gualithes, and 5 o very intohsting
thme, when poophe sre mone and more fod up with sports in peracral”

In the 16303, whike watching the Huron Indisns play their
ball gatmie, 8 French Canadias misssonary idecidiod that the sbick
they used resembled a bishop's croser. In his jmemal be called the
game be jrar de [ crooee. About 230 years Later a Montreal deniist,
W. Goonge Boers, wrote up a set of rales that sdapted the Native

American game o Victoran specifications. As old 28 lacrose m,
the 1.5, game has had a unified national governing body for only
weven vears, (her that fime U5 Lacrosse —which muakes rles and
policies for most levels of the game, heips develop the game at it
grassroots and sapctions youth toumaments, the high school na-
tonal champlonahips and the oollepe cub champlonahips—bhas
mcremied what it spends to promote the spot from &1.1 million
b §0 prallion. Saill, 1S Lacromac'y opserating revenue of $4.2 million
i 20000 was less than a thind of USA Hoclary's $22.5 million.
Upon his desth last year Norm Webb, a former goalie at
Wiest Pk, left virtually bis critine 84,5 mallon cstate o L35 Laorosse.
The onganization will use thode sdditional funds to promiste the
gamc’s charsctor and cultune—“1o put that stakor in the grovnd that
says, “This is what we are) ™ says Sienersen. Lacrowe people takie
what they e very serioualy. It's 3 bromice wathin the spor that
oy e Pl Do thve jparme; Father, poople aredivided info those
wbsis bowe I arid the benlighted masses whao havent yet boen intno-
duced w it The ke is perhaps most evident in the peariy 300

The New Breed

Free-spirited Colorado is the center of the revolution in U.S. lacrosse

of YEART inbrosse in Colormdp maand
e Vg Fhe srveasl Wad Shabtiat. at
which el phayvers Bnd Corron and bor-
e Ealbinpe pliyers rom arpamd the LIS path:
e for b long wammien woekEnd 15 play The
gEme an wil] &b B oo NEREover curn woukd
piimt il romsing 55 g & bacohansd s ever,
En Laerrieier 08w P virTLialy Donryefar s
else in the Rocky Mouniaen Stabe: thi yeunh
foghchs of Lmmnon. Cherry Crooh s Codor sdlo
Springy. the Devvmon | varsms o the Univeise
ty ot Dhorwenr cun Thee e Fior oo Acsidorsy, i ™
bl varnety” chub porwers o Cobsrsts Srate sl
Cliod ek, aredl Digartr s H DO0-wear Pegas T
. whiop e Golorado WMammoh of th (0 i
despr Matens Laciosse Leapus wold oo the
Tudnai et Db ifan MMIL 1okOuR et ISCHTE
i the kang aficke-and-fads dhow o oan
Last spnng Virpmis 100k 1 detendng MCAK
oV EfiEmpiang 8 D snd Al Foroe. onky
A ik Pucorbr wth e ot Mosowele e of
the game’s mosi talonted and charismat
fipuret=dormer Syracuse attackman Mchal
Pl 72 and barmer Marpkind e Jor Adsmi, 25—¢all Coloraca o,
and pedinmg Wammoth v1as Gary Gt will s 1 The state i Aogost
e rambatns gt by & thied o e, e simeat ol of Bhat i youth” B
iy Buartasnic, presstent of thi Goloracs Laoros Foundatan. “How o
a0 §1871 an hindengariin and flny Comgetifreoly o1 BOC0ND grae.”
Wiy i Licroibt 58 visibe in Colorade? By traddieng the dade be
o Tmivm w00t sl Gen X it [acronss ot with The B2de's iport=
ummwmwm'mmmm
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“Tirury ey @ hnf o g = i, AP0, Pele —
il Lacwesana @lliriv o et * ik iyt Floci
i acroun Mor B of wil emale playera in the
Y scoantng n & 2004 vudy by the Spor-
g Goods Marulscturer Asaockafion. “Socoer
& aF o et gt Pave. s Burtsici, “and
hecaus lacrosse i tuch a conglomeration of
difberer nparts, [0 Sady 1 corvert io." Dn e
mony side. says Demer coach James hhung,
“mhirg Gl berisd arhiehes e playing. bul oriv-
call mana i will Freo OF 10 yoars dovwm the lne.”

Ll manih 1R Unbarpity of Desvoer insc-
furitnd ity 5,000-se, 565 mallbon Peter Bar-
mlmwﬁmﬂﬂm“
it U 5. desi g asdaly bod Tha 00oeT == with
& Foumaemsnd Pt drew for & Sunday e be-
fwsdn Darved ared Towson, a capacity orgad
Megrahide, Gait. presdant of ihe ehie Hation-
5l Davetopmesnt Program (NOP), whech helgs
Tigh schaol players catch recruters’ syes, will
base the cogardzation in Commarce Caty, e
Dormver international Argcdt, whene Mammah
et MOP e Stan Kroonks o BuilSeg 3 300 scre g comples
Wisger Leagias Locroese, the outdoos sumseer pio hoague . should add &
Derreer franchise wien it cipands weatwird wirh four naw feams 6
2008 A of which woadd augur & bright huture fior the gama in Colorado,
if the sport there dedn't suffer from the same problam [Rat crops ug
wherpvir Lacroass k boommg "We hane hundreds of thadasndy of kide
ey vt B2 plig” Sy Burbienk, “but w don| have encugh coaches of
officish o fald oace.”
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men's and women's club teams &t colbeges,
where players pay to play, up to $3,000 5
year, Many club squads are so-called vie-
fund varsites, with dazehing uniforms and
national sehiedules, For years the main

Iacrosse fund-raiser ot Cal—a laxathon m Ower the last two decades the
which players take turns keeping a hall number of male and female
going on the quad for 100 hours—doubles undergracuates playing lacrosse
ns a pagennt of the players’ devotion, has risen by at least 75%

“Final Four weekend really is a pil-
grimage,” says Middlebury (Vi) College
coach Erin Quinn, whose teams hove

B — =
won three Division 11 men's rites. “The moas | i
Iast time we qualified, about half our aos| . : o
team had to cancel reservations becaise : :x"r,-"'n. _-..."'" ) ¥l T
they had planned on going anywae” 200 | g L ARDEH
Laxheads celehmge mlg,'s-.i*mﬁrﬂul'mnr e i i
e in the langer culieme—as Cked's spart in Lo g

American Pee, in the background on
Friends and on John Kerry's tie on the
cover of Newsweek, Fans kite off o jam-
borees in Lake Placid, N.Y.; Las Vegas:
Cahug even Amstendam. (The Netherlmds
is one of 30 countries besides the LS,
whire [ncrosse is played.) Simmons calls
the jamboress “parties where a lacrosse
pame breaks ou, You've got vour gidfdend
and your Lab with a scarfl around s necle.
Yo line up and shake hands when it'’s
over and roll ourt a barrel of beer”

Mayhe this dedication follows from
lacrosse’s many years of confinement to
the Exst Coast. For all that time the sport
wnched every social stratum, from Bal-
timore blue Blosd o pabdic-schosl Long
Islander to Indinn on the reservation,
Mmdlhem:im:ﬁlun.-: fratermal bomnd
that evokes a line from an Akwesasne
Mohawk history of the game: “When
lacrosse was played for the enjoyment of
the Grest S, everyone wits Impating, no maner how sorong or
hiow vk

The speed and spontaneity of lacrosse may initially drow kids
i, but many becsme more absorbed after they beamn of its Native
Amenean provenanee: that it was considersd a gift of the Crestor,
whom you played 1o please; thot it was used to sewde disputes be-
tween tribes and m helpassure a good harvest; that to give a play-
er the ability to strike suddenly, an elder might seratch him with
rattlesnake fangs or smenr him with ash from a e strock by light-
ning; that even today, when an Iroquois player dies, be is buried
with his stick, “That wasn't originally in my consciousness,” says
Tom Ryan, & former pro who grew up playing on the Akeesasme
reservation near his hometown of Canton, N.Y,, and runs camps
and clindcs. “Bue after college | was looking for something spirie-
al and found that lscrosse is 4 way-to connect 1o the Creator”

A young player today may be wearning XX1 shons and eye black
mnsteacd of a breech choth and war paint, bt people like Ryan, who

Lax Days
In College

HCAR PANTICIPATION

S e Y s

Scan alist of lacrosse All-Americas,
and you'll find that virtually all of them
played several sports in high school.

YA

Contact ks kept 10.a minimum in the women's game, but the boys get rough amd tumbls.

hias dreadlocks down 1o his coocyx and is known on the camp cir-
cuit as the Dude, use the game's roots o connect 1o young peaple,
“Kids nre hungry for story and myth,” says John Yeager, who teach-
o5 and coaches at the Culver Academies in Indinna. =1 had a team
where the players wound ap calling our fastest kid Deer”

That fuddy-duddy Monmeal rules maker may have “divest-
ed [lwcrosse] of its mdical rudeness;” as he put it, ind & 19th-centary
aceount in Herperk may have declared thee gnme to be =poo excit-
i, t00 nervous” for American spectators of the tme. But lacrosse
today seems bent on scaring up as much excitement, Nervousness
and radical redencss as possible as “the alemative team spor”
Alacrosse player is more likely thon other US. athletes to rock
climb, surfl or snowhboard. Ths lacroses is gaining n reputation
a5 a lifestyle spart and attracting young oheessives the way surfing
and skateboarding do. The sport’s preppy origins only make it
more tempting for counterculturalists to coopt, in the way that
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the just-off-the-yuchi Tommy Hilliger lock bocame hot in the
beocacd, A e B0 the acronse jear furmied out by Warnor, o bece-
ball uniform kooks hke & palr of papamas.

Iwcit smerprisieggdy, the prartines faotor & highes where the game
is newest. “Out west the sport has & different image” says Gary
(Giait, sar attackoman with the N1LLs Colorado Mammoth, whose
from-bedind the-net Abr Gait slam dunk for Syracise during the
PR NCAN oyl Pemmadns the mioe famous shit in bacrosse,
=A hod will wallk arousd with 5 stick the way he might wall arourd
with his skateboand, and he'll be the cool kad at school ™

Thee extremi sosthetic infuses the gosry oversiaad pages of the
monthly fnuide Lacrowe, whose designiers study snowboanding
mndd marfong magarnhes for mepiration. Thst ok & ogecially pop-
wlar in Califsrnis, where several YOS ag0 someone started a
thiree-on-three Lacrosse leagoe on the beach. An adobescont who's
irying bo define himeell has a kot of chodoos in & game that's = Thas-
derdome mocts Barehoart,” as Poter Lanagna, the men's coach at
Rt Collegee in Lowisdon, Makne, puts it. Even the sport’s growth

ammongt girls owes somcthing o lacrosse’s abelity: to antial pate how
young people want o express themseves, =The sticks are a nov-
city; Harmow makes hot pinks,” says Kate Dresber, president of
ithe U'S Lacrosse Youth Council. =Plus, not everybody i dodng ie
When [ boy clothing, [ don't want o ook like everybody elie”
Drveaber’s com pany, Colotado-based Gallavy, stages events like
Halloween Scream, in which middle school girls go seven-on-
soven i oontuame. I you'ne a witch, your stick is a beoom:; if you're
& fairy, its a magsc wand. Youth laonsss 't just part team spon,
part exthome sport; it part ol an oo,

Onie of the nien Peponmshle fof puttng Use X b lax & Michael
Powell, the thind Powell beother to star al Syracuse and the one
eaily ihennifand by the eriaegties of eye bl be wone for cmch jgame.
Befone his sendor senson, in 2004, Powell promissd o pull off
recr it s oo ] vy ey betfore, anad witwers e dind [ termed
out 1o be o full (lip, in the flow of a ropelar-scason game, withou
droppang the ball), it made SporteCenier. Even withot that meve—
mrud hiis repertssine of betknd-thae-back and brtwoon-thee-los sheoti—

Warrior Culture

Using space-age materials and X Games attitude, one company set lax’s new style

HWINW DAVID MDRAOW
Ibrmavesn i e Prinoe-

e cheerm PO B GOEER PRI RED,
b fobt Mo BA snasirgent "Wy
iripndis and | used 10 jokis hat
Iscrosee was 100 Tharmnon Howsl
HL* sayn Morrow, who serived on
Cawngun i Tt 1l oof FIEED Brom the
Lacrognn Buchvmier of Teoy, Mk,
in Vime he grow o poryind end
boughl an erange VW bus, wiich
dhid not encdeas him 1o Princeton’s
conservative ctsch, Bill Tiarrey.
Bt a8 juniorn Mannow enchored
e chedorimn 191 won Princeon me fret WOCAK acrosss ree. n 52 esd
within 3y he wesld begn 1o revclumonire e Lacrosse equicemens busi-
roll e Al weiry ity o Aot g werth e Comuieny, Wikfraie L rodiad

(hrorweng up with alumenes eticks, Momow had been fructraied by
P ity Wty ot e Rarcdion. S ik Whe i of IEED bl Tttt wiity
hadd & mnet sl tubung Tadaneit, EbEan pandang him Lugple TMarnem el
ared Qv whusredd Thaeam st b Eoammates. Mo one &) Tt paar s MCAL
fednmamend affil thisn th Thgors and thasr cosches vew st saght
Pringeron plarers used shahs made from Bamwem—wieh o hall the
gt of skeminum and e Tenes a8 SROng = a1 Thiey dofested Marylend
n the guartorfinals. The ne woskond Moo oquipoed soven morm
Veeranatin with lghhwedght stekon, which he bebeves heiged the Tigorn
wetep thirgaaph the Fingl Fonsr, baating Syracuns bor tha fithy.

Thal duarmerat Wevrow evporumnndpd hrffar with Gt fubes ot b
Taxtser's ahop, and by tha ioBowing Februsry, back ot school, ha had a
Etwrrving s manesa, with 8 e curing shaltes fof one Covipeser & 0 fome

e SFORTE ILLUSTREATED

for ahoud SI00 & pop. Asrospade-
i THanke coats fve Tenas &
much aa alumingm, But serieun
iplayars prorend B b willieg o pay
oot pprfrmainc. haaivabule Mo -
row was NCAK Plasrer of the Year
b o ponled, leading the Tigers 1o
oty Final Fous, where ey lost
T Syvaueta i e pimi.

Wiarrior, which s based in sub-
artiar) Dirtron®, medr st schais ey
hing from erickheasds 1o pade o
arre ard off-2h - flehd sgictewedd
s vl 0 W Rt e o ahad Wity
cuafeomang and cleal patierna de-
nignad ampreaaly for Lacresss. The
product names—bung Fu grigs.
o Diaaiehy ghtrros—briaths with ar-
Titwche, mnd afher manufaciurei
i WA P raine in Warriod ' idgy dda. “We i salTeme Spd
catehing o snd MTV rescnating.* Morres sy, "and we took clemarity
froem nkateboandng, snowtmandng ard serfng * A year sgn Morros iokt
ool e i oot iy 3 MOty el Tkt vt i B FOITALA &8 P
et o Warror, wiseh employs T0 people naticrrasde and espects fo do
e than S20 mallicn in sales thia year.

'Wiarriod s also helging o bankroll Major Leagues Lacrosss, for whsch ir
il b e equeprmant igpliar. Wow in it fifth seasan, MLL fogs
he gt the weary Wisvicr doss—aa Mearyle. 11’y the work hard, play hard |
g, " Merrow by, “wnd Fary" = by Moyt mand Thismson Howed lig— *
e’y o bt The sport bewng emall, we had & chance o redefing it. You
T g avho hsssbiall snd shake f ks & cage

HOTEHAT Frayers af Mormew's
obd MEchigan high school,
Brothed Fede. wead Fsa piar



Powell wosildd be the brverite of any angry
o laxman if only bocause a yoar ago,
after MLL's Baliimore Bayhawis made
b thetr op dieaft picic, he nefused 1o sgn,
e trotend to hang out with his dog.

Bodhsi, anvd play his guitar, (He has de- As more and more state
cided be will play for the Bayhuwks this high school associations
summer and recenty sagned a deal with sanction lacrosse, the sport is
Brine that includes his own line of growing dramatically—and
*lifestyle apparel” and calls for him to the girls are keeping pace

work with Denver Bronom linchacker
Trewor Pryoe's Dutlook Music 1o coingele a

e .-

€D of lacrosse-appropriate tunes.) el = [
Mothiig alkrws lacrosse o tap inde the jgre——

hearts of extreme-sport makes more than B =
the st A pliyer can cussirmine the depth Ty e
o the pocket and the cant of the besd t f s nEeewe , risaa
susit b sty of play, A shallow-pocket oy -ul::::.:-:..-----"?- .
plevs Furilamensal, imam-oreniod lacmomee. PP PP PP I P IIPP

His webbing is taot, and be cradles nex
1o his ear. He can Mick quick; sccuraie
pass and abots, the knd Bvorad by oon
servative, sct-play coachios such as Pranoe-
teys Pl Thermey, Bt thee rage i the meen's
pame oy i the deep poscket. The deep-
et the pocket, the hander it bs for an oppe-
nent 1o diskodge the ball snd the casier it s
tos beeak a defender’s ankies with a one
on-one dodge. The Powell brothers were
doep-pocket gays par exeellonoe, and the
vorution in oguipenent helpoad thern push
the savilanic envelope.

*The biggest challenge in Lacrosss was
playing with a shallow poacket,” says
Bob Carpenter, the founder of faside
Lacrogse and a former player at Dulee.
“You had to have great wrnists and in-
eredible coondination. Now thay chisl:
lenge is gone. Give a stick 1o Allen Iver-
som, and with & week or two of practice
he'd e misch more effective than & lof of guvs back in, sy, 1RO

Purists howd a1 such changes, “People on mosage boands call
the MNational Lacrosse Lesypue & pro wrestling version of bsoroise,”
Carpenter says, “and some don't want 1o soe the game commer-
caalived. Bor the walls ane coming down. Kics are playving in doows,

B The game is reaching the gearhead. I not & coudhi-potain gport,
I and it's definitely not o marry-my-high-school-swocthean, play-
¥ fowtball-and buschall-my-whale-life sport”

i
! When Quinn, the Middiebury coach, surveys the
j fumure of his sport, he wresthes with an enggma, “To a porsomn, cvery-
£ one who plays lacrosse falls in love with it he says. “Yet now the
! spoet ia & pymamid with an enormonss bese [of youth players] and
j 2 linde pinprick a1 the top [colloge and adults]. The big football
schools ase adding dub texma, bat there are still only some 50-odd
§ Division 1 men's programe So o me the question isat, Why &
i lacroase boomingT The question i, Why hasa't it grown more?™

Prom Date
In Cleats?

g GOeddn PARTICE A Te0N

e et m o e Sk orm 8 s Eeeid

The gnarliness factor is highest where
the game is newest. "Ou S
Gait, “a kid with a stick is the cool kid.

ut west,” says

Arwwers oun be fownd st the boteom, muiddle and topof that pyra-
il A the botsom is a pool of coaches and officlals overwhielmed
by the hordes of eager youth plagers. (In response US Lacrosse of-
fers $35 onlane oourses to makn comdhes and bopes the colored curd
progerasm will sreracy and petain out-of-seson soooer, biskerhall and
heoachoey ciffacials wnd former Lictrise players who've been out of the
game fof & while.) In the miskdle, tght budgets discminige more
state high schond msociations from sanctioning lcrosse. And a1
the top, football schioods eager 1o stay on the good side of Tite [X
hurve etunted the expansion of men's varsity teams.

Menrwhile borase’s many stalocholders don't peoessanty agree
on where the game ought to be going. "All these companies are try-
g 00> secll i ool meed harvingg chicks around,” says Undversity
of Derver men's coach Jamie Munro, "Bt that whale X appeal is
coamteroyiiural, and there’s i kot maore charaeoney @0 the game, The
bicTosse sucks in those sreas where it's just counterculnire”

A tarbocharged, forwand-hurtling vision of the game was on-
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tage in the vendon” hall st L5 Lacromac’s
matiorad comventaon in Philadelphis i Jan-
uary. Competition amiag the pear oom-
pankes all but crackded. One manufscnar-
er peddicd 18 oolors of pociet webbing,
induding Day-Glo versions, Another firm
belked & protective-cup-and -compresadon:
shorts system with the shogan = Performs

A Game of
Their Own

Young kids flock to lacrosse
because it's fast and exciting—
and their parent= mrely know

like Iron Muiden. Feels like Velver Un- the first thing about it
derground ™ Gary Gart talied up the Na-

thonal Development Program, the cincait =

he's aunching for clite high schoolers that P "AcAsE 1008 04"

woill culiniate in natsal cham

in July and August. And & rep for Lax
Scout, 3 servioe that lsts young players
who want 1o catch the ey of colloge re-
cruiters, explainod that the servioe's g
categorsos, Gold and Titaniam, were now
“bry imvitation only”

“As the kecrosse mariet grows, people
e STYRnE %0 bevermge ot and sy mren’t as
conicerned with the game e with peiting
e pocnd of fheh” sys Stenerson of US
Lacrosse. “The good news is the Johnny
Applesced principle—the volunteers who
have served as the conscienoe and tonch-
Ircazrers of the sport, The tightrope we walk
i i pridie ssre we're pevscTving our kdeals.
We have to develop as & sport for ell”

If you think of lscrosse s that
Labradar retriever Roy Simmaona Jr. re-
ferred to, hall the family wants b beave
& bandanna around its neck and half
wants o crown thie dog’s head with & do-
rag. Manafacturens try to develop pear
than will ghve a comomer an sdvantage;
rules makers want to give defersemen a
chance by keeping pockets From getting
tos e, Promoters koow that kids now
swap digital files of Michesl Powell's
oosent aoves; prrkits soodf that “the fip™ was all sheesr, ad o s
rous player would ever conmader quining st 22 1w play the frig-
gin' guitar. Marketers mick up pro lacrosse with pan-poing liney and
shot clocks and stagecraft like Gait's entrance at & Mammoth
pame on o Harkey: men who prepped st Badtimone’s Gilman Schaool
and played at Johns Hoplins are appalied that NLL pleyers sdmis
to the cxistenos of goons. Some parcnts sec the sporn as & path to
& pollege scholarship; other fear that Gait's Nathonal Develop-
ment Program will bring 1o vouth lscrosse the traved-tcam luna-
oy of soocer and baskethall

“For & long time we all drank from the same fountain,” says
I asagerin, “Now poople ane drinicag (rom diffenent cups. How will tae
traditions be passed downT Not just the right way 1o shoot or pass
the lballl, but the docper philosophics] eradimionsT I've heen st camps
and watched 250 kids Lsten o [ Budknedl coach and Native Ameri-
o] Sad Jumibcson being roetings from the Poople of the Loag Howe
and talk shout honoring vour environment and plaving for the

8 EFORTE ILLUBSTRATED

e e 0 e e mad o ¢ s
S ——

Eigt-yoar -cids in Maryand play bor keepe

Scroll down the long litany of what
ails youth sports, and in most cases
lacrosse seems to offer an antidote.

Tt roia? gonarancn of plancers kdrng ehch $hills and Team play af & Warrior camp

Cremios. W can't boses that, yer Sid is about to retise. Camps scrve a
different function now. They're all sbout neenisiing exposune,”

s s buowsk Laacrvmse: A History o the Game, Dorald Fisher angues
that the sport’s overnrching theme has always been one of contot-
ed ground. Bar the game has also fourd comion in all that knoda
armouend within it 1t's a reassuring clatter. As lacrosse enthusissts
Esadhion & hybeid froe these competing strains, they might take in-
spiration from a Mohawk kgend that b often netold, about & game
of bacrosse played bong iggo between the birds and the kand andmals.

A rodent wantod to join his fellow quadnepeds for the big maich,
bzt theey rebufled him bevanss he was small and scrawny, 5o he
scaled 5 eree s plesded with the eaghes mnd hawios to be permitiad
o ey weichy e, Thie binds agroed srsd Esshderssd o pabr of wings for
him from the siin of a cerermonial drum. Whereupon the rodent 3
joined the winged cresnures snd, with speed and agility; confound- |
ol the docr and the boars and the wobves w hedp win the jgune foe the §
birds. Which i how something new—the bat—came o be. o#



